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"Why did you build it?"
"It was built, Hamadoru, for this brother-in-law
of mine."
"When?"
"I don't know."
"What do you mean?"
"Hamadoru, last year, I think."
"But your brother-in-law lives with his father-in-
law?"
"Yes."
"Then why did you build him a house?"
"There was talk of his leaving the other people."
"Has the Mudalali ever stayed in the village
before?"
"No."
"Do you owe anything to him?"
"No."
"Next witness."
Babehami stood down and the Korala entered the
witness-box. He was examined by Mr. Perera. He
told his story very simply and quietly. He had
met Babehami, who had told him that his house had
been broken into and that a box had been stolen;
he described the box and its contents; he suspected
his brother-in-law, who had been seen going away
from his house in the night, by the Mudalali. The
Korala then described how he went into and searched